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Celebrating 50 Years of Heritage!
Our 2019-2020 school year is a milestone 
year for Heritage Christian Academy.  We 
are turning 50!  There is no way to quantify 
all the lives and ripple effects that have 
come from the legacy that is those 50 years.  
We have taught children to believe in our 
God who is bigger than them and the trials 
they face.  We have taught teenagers to 
grab on to Him with their whole hearts and 
dedicate all the unknowns to His 
sovereignty.  We have watched our alumni 
launch from this campus with an 
uncompromising academic foundation that 
not only equips them for professional 
success but empowers them to change this 
world for Christ.

Many of you have been a part of our legacy 
for years, and some of you are just starting 
out or maybe even thinking about starting 
out on your journey with Heritage.  No 
matter how you are a part of our HCA 
family, know that we would not have this 
legacy without you. Heritage excels because 
we trust God to do His work in and through 
us, as we seek Him with all of who we are 
and give Him all the praise and glory.

We invite all of you to join us in praising 
God for our 50-year legacy but also in 
looking forward with great anticipation for 
all God is going to do in the next 50 years.  
Our parents’ relationship with HCA is the 
determining influence on why HCA has 
had a profound influence around the 
world.  We look forward to celebrating 
with you!  

In His Grip,

Michael Cuckler
Head Administrator
Heritage Christian Academy

IN THE HALLS UPCOMINGGET INVOLVED

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

Developing New Roots—50 Years of Faith

In the theme of
celebrating our 50
years, your kids 
formed a human 50 in 
the soccer field.  It 
was fun for all and the 
pictures are great!  
Look for the pictures 
in the halls coming 
soon.

Want to be a part of 
making our 50th year a 
special celebration?  
Join our planning 
committee or video/ 
memorabilia 
committee.  Please 
contact jill.black@ 
heritagechristian.info

This month is HCA’s 
50th Homecoming! 
Look for special events.

•Sept 26 Volleyball 
Homecoming Game 

•Sept 28 Soccer 
Homecoming Game 

•Sept 28 Homecoming 
Dance

During our 50th 
Anniversary year, we 
would love to gather 
pictures, stories and 
memories from our 
Heritage community of 
students, alumni, 
faculty/staff, parents, 
grandparents and friends. 
Stay up to date on all of
our celebration plans at 
https://heritagechristian.in
fo/50th-year/celebration
We invite you to upload 
your memories, written 
testimonials, pictures and 
videos at 
https://heritagechristian.in
fo/50th-year/memory-
page

Online Memory 
Yearbook

Buy a Brick
To celebrate 50 years of 
Heritage Christian 
Academy will be creating a 
special memorial that you 
and your family can be a 
part of.  Check out the 
details here: 

http://www.brickmarkersu
sa.com/donors/hca.html

https://heritagechristian.info/50th-year/celebration
https://heritagechristian.info/50th-year/memory-page
http://www.brickmarkersusa.com/donors/hca.html


1970  2020  Then and Now 
A Look Back at Life 50 Years ago…

Heritage History

A group of dedicated and 
determined parents formed a 
foundation to ensure the 
continuation of Heritage.  Their 
focus was to enable and undergird 
the school by providing a facility 
and by assisting in fund raising 
activities. They discovered a low 
occupancy manufacturing building 
in NE Fort Collins which would 
meet the current physical needs of 
the school as well as provide an 
opportunity for future growth. The 
foundation was eventually able to 
agree on a purchase price and 
secured financing. Contracts were 
offered to three administrators' 
early summer and planning for the 
upcoming academic year began 
(2007-2008). 

FoCEF is a charitable, public, non-
profit foundation chartered to 
provide a physical location for 
Heritage Christian Academy and to 
provide other financial support as 
appropriate. FoCEF seeks to glorify 
God by supporting and 
empowering Heritage in the 
fulfillment of their vision while 
humbly relying on God for the 
means.  It is through the Strategic 
Partnership with FoCEF that 
Heritage administration, teachers, 
and staff can focus their energies 
on spiritually and academically 
mentoring students.  This past 
year, the Lord has used FoCEF to 
fund scholarships, partner with 
HCA to pay for and install the new 
concrete driveway, install windows 
in classrooms, provide food and 
bounce houses for fall and spring 
family dinners, provide 
accommodating lease rate for the 
HCA building

FoCEF
Heritage Christian Academy (HCA) is an independent, inter-denominational Christian school serving 
pre-school through twelfth-grade students. The school is incorporated in the state of Colorado as a 
nonprofit organization under the direction of a Board of Directors comprised of Christians. 

Founded in 1970 as a non-denominational K-6 school by three
Local churches in Fort Collins, Heritage Christian School (HCS) 
opened its doors at 1500 Ellis Street, Fort Collins, CO to 56
elementary students initially employing one administrator and 
four teachers. In 1972, HCS added a secondary program and 
graduated its first student. To instill the love of God in toddlers 
entering into our program, the Preschool was begun in 1981.  
For nearly 24 years, First Baptist graciously housed the school 
which to God’s Glory eventually lacked the space to serve the 
students of Fort Collins and the surrounding areas. 

In 1994, Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) also graciously opened its door to the high school as 
our secondary program expanded.  This cooperative effort between the non-denominational HCS 
and ECC allowed the school 1500 Ellis Street location to double its enrollment capacity thereby 
offering a Christ-centered education to over 125 students who had been on HCS waiting lists.  

In 2002 as the school further expanded HCS using a relatively new Colorado program that 
extended loans to private schools, HCS purchased and remodeled a manufacturing/office on 
Wheaton Drive in southeast Fort Collins in 2004.  This move allowed the Elementary and Secondary 
Schools to be combined in one building.  Due to economic uncertainty during the Great Recession, 
the HCS Board of Directors reluctantly but prudently voted not to issue teacher contracts or make 
plans for the 2007-2008 academic year.  Yet our Lord and Savior was faithful and had a purpose for 
HCS as Philippians 4:19 states:  “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus.”  

Thus in, a group of HCS parents joined forces determined to continue the HCS legacy by forming 
a foundation, Friends of Christian Education Foundation (originally named Heritage Christian 
Foundation), to reincorporate the school as Heritage Christian Academy (HCA).  After intensive, 
sacrificial work by students, families, and teachers, classes began after Labor Day in temporary 
facilities of two local churches. By mid-October of 2007, the educational sections of the building 
were sufficiently remodeled to allow the move-in process to begin.  HCA moved in 2008 to its 
current location on 2508 Zurich Drive, Fort Collins, CO rejoicing in the Lord’s provision, wisdom,  
and affirmation of HCA’s ministry and presence in the northern Colorado community.  “...all the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.”  Numbers 14:21  Over the next year, facility 
remodeling continued with a special emphasis on construction in the gymnasium area.  In February 
of 2009, the HCA Basketball Program was able to play its games in our newly constructed 
gymnasium thereby successfully ending its season.   

HCA is now in its twelfth year at this present facility.  The staff, faculty, and families of HCA feel 
blessed to perpetuate the spiritual and academic legacy and have the opportunity to educate and 
minister to the students of the community.   Our Vision is that Heritage Christian Academy exists to 
equip and nurture students to be servant leaders with a biblical Christian worldview who will impact 
their world for Christ.  HCA’s Mission is to offer authentic faith, academic excellence and a nurturing 
environment.   This mission statement provides ―three pillars as a framework from which every 
decision at Heritage Christian Academy is made. If a program, curriculum, or capital improvement 
project does not help achieve our mission of authentic faith, academic excellence and a nurturing 
environment; then the board will seriously question whether the idea should be pursued.

From these humble beginnings, the Fort Collins’ community has witnessed God’s provision as the 
school continues to vibrantly prepare students to lead Christ-like lives through a Biblical approach 
to education. 
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April 12, 2019

I am pleased to send my congratulations to Heritage Christian Academy as  

you celebrate your 50th anniversary.

As Second Lady and as an elementai.4 y school teacher, I have been  

privileged to witness the power of education in carrying stµdents to great  

heights and grand pursuits, and I am inspired by the impact of Christian  

education in the life of our communities and our Nation.

As you reflect with joy and thanksgiving on five decades of training  

students in the Fort Collins community, the Vice President and I  

congratulate you on this wonderful achievement.

May God. bless all the students, faculty, and staff at Heritage Christian  

Academy on this special milestone and in the days ahead.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Karen Pence

Second Lady of the United States

I


