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HCA COLLEGE CORNER INTRODUCTION
Dr. Seuss ~ a beloved story-teller for multiple generations ~
penned the words “Oh the places you’ll go!” which inspire people of all
ages to enthusiastically embrace and eagerly seek adventure. It is a
timeless charge — for both our Heritage Christian Academy (HCA)
elementary students as well as our 2017 senior class greatly benefit
from this advice. Dr. Seuss—the pseudonym for Theodor Seuss
Geisel—began his adventure by attending Dartmouth College immediately after high school successfully graduating four years later. During his quest to earn a Ph.D. in English at Oxford, his future wife exclaimed to him after one lecture, “I think that’s a very good flying
cow,” redirecting the course of his life into children’s literature. As
your son or daughter embarks upon his or her God-directed journey,
HCA desires to partner with you as parents of these elementary students to enable you to seek the future promised in Jeremiah 29:11—
THE ADVENTURE—with our Lord’s guidance and blessing. To paraphrase Dr. Seuss: “So….let’s get on our way!”
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For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11

A SAMPLE OF…HCA ALUMNI UNIVERSITIES
♦

Asbury, University (Wilmore, KY) - Christian

♦

Biola University (La Mirada, CA) - Christian

♦

Bob Jones University (Greenville, SC) - Christian

♦

Colorado Christian University (Lakewood, CO) - Christian

♦

Colorado State University (Fort Collins, CO)

♦

Colorado School of Mines (Golden, CO)

♦

DORDT (Sioux Center, IA) - Christian

♦

Front Range Community College (Fort Collins, CO)

♦

George Mason (Fairfax, VA)

♦

George Fox University (Newberg, OR) - Christian

♦

Grand Canyon University (Phoenix, AZ) - Christian

♦

Harding University (Searcy, AR) - Christian

♦

Iowa State University (Ames, IA)

♦

John Brown University (Siloam Springs, AR) - Christian

♦

Liberty University (Lynchburg, VA) - Christian

♦

Michigan State University (Lansing, MI)

♦

North Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC)

♦

Oral Roberts University (Tulsa, OK) - Christian

♦

Savannah College of Art & Design (Savannah, GA)

♦

Seattle Pacific University (Seattle, WA) - Christian

♦

Sterling College (Sterling, KS) - Christian

♦

Taylor University (Upland, IN) - Christian

♦

University of Colorado (Boulder, CO)

♦

University of Northern Colorado (Greeley, CO)

♦

University of Wyoming (Laramie, WY)

♦

Wheaton College (Wheaton, IL) - Christian
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Dr. Seuss

The MORE that you LEARN, the more PLACES you’ll GO.

The MORE that you READ, the MORE things you will KNOW.

THE DUAL PURPOSE OF HIGHER EDUCATION
Harvard University—claiming the
honor of oldest college in the nation
founded in 1636 as well as William &
Mary—the second oldest college founded
in 1693 (first to become a university) both were founded with a dual purpose: to
“produce an elite group of young men for
the learned professions and positions of
leadership in society” (Chan 2016). The
private purpose focused on strengthening
and developing intellectual knowledge
along with cultivating vocational skills and
training. Publically, the university experience organically grew higher critical thinking individuals (thus courses in the classics
and philosophy) which enabled graduates
to serve social demands with a high level of
education in conjunction with broad social
knowledge who would provide the foundation for a high quality of civic life, community service, and social cohesion.
In today’s college, the same dual
purpose is found — though in varying degrees of importance depending on what
college/university you attend. Therefore,
as you consider your daughter’s or son’s
future goals and dreams, do be cognizant
of how the Lord will use their postsecondary education. Your student’s college education will not only secure a stable
financial future for them which will allow
them to donate to the work of Jesus Christ
on earth but also enrich your student personally to be “salt” to this needy world in
areas of increased community contribu-

tion, offering Christ-like hope and encouragement to others, and fulfillment of their
specific earthly purpose as mandated by
our Lord and Savior (both in the great
commission and your student’s unique
earthly purpose that God will reveal to
your son or daughter).
With the explicit and agreed upon
understanding that your student’s university experience encompasses much more
than mere vocational or job training, HCA
in its college preparatory role provides
not only the academic foundation for your
student to be successful but also tools and
resources to support you as a parent as
you “train your child in the way he should
go” (Prov 22:6). HCA endeavors to provide tips on engaging your student, identify financial planning steps in college financing, and empower you to help your
son or daughter in fulling God’s earthly
work in ultimately selecting a career—
regardless of if they are the Lord’s minister in the secular world (like the apostle
Paul) or if they minister within the church
(like the apostle James).

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God…..
1 Corinthians 10:31
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HCA VISION AND MISSION

The VISION of Heritage Christian
Academy is to equip and nurture students to be servant leaders with a biblical Christian worldview who will
have an impact on their world for
Christ.

Our three-pillar MISSION is:

Academic Excellence
Nurturing Environment
Authentic Faith

COLLEGE….A COMPELLING CASE.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
compiles data for full-time wage and salary
workers who are 25 years of age and older
based on the highest level of
education attained.
Statistically, the case
to sacrifice time and energy to
attend a post-secondary education is compelling as the
data in the chart illustrates a
$716,040 additional noninflated earning power of a
Bachelor’s Degree (4 year degree) over a High School education assuming a 25 year old

works over a 30 year career to retirement age.
Factoring in a 2.5% inflation (or cost-of-living)
rate , this $716,040 will grow to approximately
$1,044,884. Astounding? Yes!
Yet, a post-secondary career while it
monumentally increases your student’s earning
potential truly offers much more potential than
mere financial security. If in church-focused
ministry in Christian workplaces, your child will
need to have the education to shepherd higher
trained individuals. Secondly, if called to an
outreach-focused ministry in the workplace,
your child will be equipped to communicate effectively to non-Christians. Lastly, a college degree provides OPTIONS similar to what Dr.
Seuss experienced — a life of new opportunities
as pilgrims on earth journeying to our eternal
reward.

College Degree vs. High School Degree

As an HCA parent you might ask, why
the conversation of college during the elementary years. Here at HCA, we are a college preparatory school to equip our students to be academically and spiritually prepared to have an
“impact on their world for Christ.” Our heavenly Father ensured that his servants — Moses
who was trained in Pharaoh's house, Luke the
doctor , or John the beloved disciple— received
a high quality, intense training that enabled his
servant leaders to fulfill their earthly calling.
Thus, HCA would like to walk along-side you as
you introduce the idea or expectation of college
for your student to ultimately fulfill the Lord’s
earthly AND ETERNAL purpose for which he
created your son or daughter!
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WHAT TYPE OF LEARNER DO YOU HAVE?
If your child constantly squirms and fidgets when he’s doing math homework or insists on listening to music while studying vocabulary words, take heart. Although it may seem
like he’s trying to drive you crazy, he’s probably just using the strategies that help him learn.
“I like to study at a desk in silence, and my daughter can’t think that way. She likes to
bounce around on a ball with music in the background,” says author Maureen McKay, whose
website, Optimistic Outcomes, provides tips for parents based on a child’s learning style.
“Sometimes kids are just doing what works for them.” Educators have long been aware that learning is not
one-size-fits-all. In a typical classroom, some kids process information best by hearing the teacher explain it, some
learn by seeing what’s on the chalkboard, and others learn through hands-on exercises. Colleges have increasingly
begun teaching new students about learning styles so they can develop effective study habits. And many primary and
secondary schools conduct surveys to give teachers insight into the learning styles of their students. Three basic
learning styles are auditory, kinesthetic, and visual.
1. Auditory learners prefer listening to explanations over reading them and may like to study by reciting
information aloud. This type of learner may want to have background music while studying, or they may be
distracted by noises and need a quiet space to study.
2. Kinesthetic learners learn by doing and touching. They may have trouble sitting still while studying,
and they are better able to understand information by writing it down or doing hands-on activities.
3. Visual learners process new information by reading, looking at graphics, or watching a demonstration.
Children with this learning style can grasp information presented in a chart or graph, but they may grow
impatient listening to an explanation.
Most people use a combination of styles but have a clear preference for one. Understanding your child’s
learning style can reduce homework frustrations and make it easier for families to communicate, says McKay. She
observed different learning styles while working as a teacher’s aide, and she started researching strategies for working with different learning styles when her daughter began having trouble in elementary school.
Because her daughter had difficulty listening in class, McKay looked for exercises to strengthen listening
skills. Her daughter especially enjoyed one approach, listening to an audio book and reading the book at the same
time. She’s now doing well in middle school, and McKay attributes her success in part to the fact that her teachers
and parents came to understand her
unique style of learning.
Auditory Learners: are typically good at absorbing information from spoken
words. Strategies that work well for auditory learners include:
•

Talking to themselves or with others about what they’re learning

•

Reciting important information aloud, perhaps recording it and playing it
back

•

Reading a book and listening to the audio book at the same time

•

Using word associations

•

Setting information to a tune and singing it to help remember it

•

Limiting distracting noises

Once you know your child’s primary learning style, it’s a good idea to let
his teacher know what kind of approaches
help him learn best. “I find that educators
are much more willing to work with you if
you’re giving them ideas that work for
your child,” McKay says. “The great thing
is that the things that benefit your child
are really going to benefit all the kids, so
Continued on Next Page
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WHAT TYPE OF LEARNER DO YOU HAVE?
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 )
you’re not asking for the moon.” Although it
may be tempting to stick with what works,
keep in mind that a child’s preferred learning style may change as she grows and that
people who can learn in a variety of ways
can more readily absorb information.
McKay advises parents to help their children
practice using different kinds of skills.
“Really well-balanced students will
be able to be comfortable learning in all
ways. Knowing that and working on that
when they’re young gives them a competitive edge,” she says.

Kinesthetic learners prefer to be active while studying and may not
be able to focus while sitting still. Strategies for kinesthetic
learners include:
•

Reading aloud and tracking words on a page with a finger

•

Writing things down multiple times to commit them to memory

•

Highlighting and underlining

•

Playing with a stress ball or toy while studying

•

Moving around or taking frequent breaks

•

Doing hands-on activities, such as building models or playing
games

Parents can use a variety of approaches to help kids learn math facts, for example. When a kid gets bored with flash cards, a visual and auditory
strategy, McKay suggests letting him play a family board game that uses two dice and asking him to count how
many spaces each player should advance. This is a more kinesthetic approach but may also appeal to visual and auditory learners.
Being able to tap in to different styles allows you a lot of novelty and adds a lot of fun to homework and
chores and interactions at home,” McKay explains. For example, if a child resists studying her spelling words, you
can ask her to spell the words on a table using Scrabble tiles.
Being aware of your child’s learning style can reduce homework battles and strengthen parent-child rela-

Visual learners benefit from seeing information on a
chalkboard or in an illustration and may grow
impatient listening for long periods of time. Strategies
for visual learners include:
•

Using flash cards

•

Studying charts, tables, and maps

•

Drawing illustrations

•

Writing things down and reviewing notes

•

Highlighting and underlining

•

Color-coding information

tionships. “It’s very empowering for families to really
understand each other and how they learn and how they
think to work out problems,” McKay says. “This kind of
involvement is a great way to bond with your kids and to
impart knowledge, and it’s really fun.” END
Source: Emily Graham
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AVERAGE ANNUAL COST OF COLLEGE
...AN INVESTMENT (NOT A FEAR)...
Now that you have seen that a college education is extremely beneficial over a person’s life — both
from the optimal utilization of God-given aptitude and
also financially—let’s discuss the cost of college currently.
Total Annual Costs for a College/University
includes the following costs:
¨ Tuition & Fees
¨ Room & Meals on Campus
¨ Books & School Fees
¨ Transportation
¨ Other personal expenses (i.e.: computer)
Four colleges that HCA Alumni
have chosen as their college of choice are
depicted here to depict costs:
¨ Colorado State University (CO)
¨ Colorado Christian University (CO)
¨ University of Wyoming (WY)
¨ DORDT College (Iowa)
PRIOR to any outside scholar-

ships, the “less immediate scholarships” amount which
reduces the “total annual costs” are the amounts from the
university itself.
Funding (either money that is “free” or must be
paid back) for college can be found in other areas as well —
however, this will be covered in future newsletters.

INVESTING TODAY TO PAY FOR THAT
“COLLEGE DREAM”
With the average cost of college exceeding
$20,000 annually ($80,000 for a 4-year bachelor degree), HCA wants to encourage you that our Lord will
equip you to help your son or daughter in this journey.
The main avenues available for funding your student’s
future dreams are as follows:
1.

529 Plan (most common)

2. Coverdell Educational Savings Account (Coverdell)
3. Roth Individual Retirement account (Roth IRA)
4. UGMA/UTMA (less common)
5.

Life Insurance (less common)

Go to the ant….consider its ways and be wise ! It
has no commander, no overseer, or ruler; yet it
stores its provisions in summer and gathers
its food at harvest.
~Proverbs
Proverbs 6:66:6-8

Continued on Next Page
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INVESTING TODAY TO PAY FOR THAT “COLLEGE DREAM”
( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 )

529 Qualified Tuition Program (QTP) A 529 QTP is
for Post-Secondary Education (thus, excludes Kindergarten
through 12th grade). Contributions to a 529 QTP are “posttax”; however, the earnings (or “appreciation”) are not subject to federal OR state tax if the withdrawals are used for
Qualified Educational Expenses. Qualified Educational Expenses are Tuition, Fees, Books, Supplies, Room & Board,
Computer Technology used primarily for educational purposes
• Eligible Institution: Eligible Post Secondary
• Earnings Limitation: There is NO limitation to
be able to set up a 529 QTP plan.
• Beneficiary: One child is set up as the Designated Beneficiary. Thus, if you have two children, you
will have two different 529 Plans.
• NOTE: If a student does NOT use up all
his/her 529 Plan, it CAN be rolled to another family member with no tax consequences
• Contribution Limits: Typically the annual Gift
Tax Limit which is $14,000 for 2017. In addition,
contributions can not exceed the necessary expenses for the qualified education expenses (i.e. It is
NOT intended to also be a retirement account)
• Where to get one: All 50 states sponsor at least
one type of plan. The state of Colorado’s 529 QTP
can be found at www.CollegeInvest.org and you
may deduct your contribution on your Colorado
Income Tax Return.
• What if receive scholarship: If a student receives a scholarship to an institution, the monies
equal to the scholarship may be removed “penalty”
free, but tax will still need to be paid on the
“earnings”.
• Federal Financial Aid: Considered parent’s
assets if owner is parent.
Coverdell Educational Savings Account (ESA) A
Coverdell ESA is a trust or custodial account created for the
purpose of paying Qualified Education Expenses of the beneficiary. Contributions to a Coverdell ESA are “post-tax”;

COLLEGE

however, the earnings (or “appreciation”) are not subject to federal OR state tax if the withdrawals are used
for Qualified Educational Expenses. Qualified Educational Expenses for Post-Secondary Schools are Tuition, Fees, Books, Supplies, Room & Board, Computer
Technology used primarily for educational purposes.
For Elementary OR Secondary Schools, Qualified Education Expenses are: Tuition, Fees, Books, Supplies,
and Equipment, Academic Tutoring, Special Needs
Services, and other expenses if required by the institution.
• Eligible Institution: Eligible Elementary
School, Secondary School, or Post Secondary
school.
• Earnings Limitation: If your Modified
Adjusted Gross Income is less than
$220,000 (Married filing jointly), you may
be able to establish a Coverdell ESA.
• Beneficiary: One child is set up as the
Designated Beneficiary. Thus, if you have
two children, you will have two different
Coverdell ESAs.
• NOTE: You can change the beneficiary another family member
with no tax consequences
• Contribution Limits: Total contributions
for a beneficiary can NOT exceed $2,000
annually.
• Where to get one: These can be found at
discount brokerages (such as TD Ameritrade) or a full financial broker can assist
you.
• Federal Financial Aid: Considered
parent’s assets under the federal need analysis formula.

Continued on Next Page
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INVESTING TODAY TO PAY FOR THAT “COLLEGE DREAM”
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)
Roth Individual Retirement Account

Saving for College ~ CONTINUED from page 7

[ NOTE: If you have a Roth IRA for your personal retirement, we recommend that you DO NOT use it to fund your
children’s education. They have the “time-value-of-money” on their side whereas you as a parent are much closer to
retirement and need those funds to continue to appreciate. ]

Roth Individual Retirement Accounts (Roth IRA) are funded with money that you have already
paid taxes on. Roth IRAs are used as an investment vehicle for a myriad of reasons: Retirement Planning,
Saving for a House, Educational Expenses, etc. We will focus on Educational Expenses for our “Saving for
College” discussion:
• Why use a Roth IRA for College Funding: Roth
IRAs offer the ability to balance the possibility of
“overfunding” a college savings account because the
funds in a Roth IRA that were saved for college can be
“redirected” to another purpose or goal. Thus, if a
child attends a college that costs less than originally
intended, then the parent can use the funds elsewhere
such as their own retirement or an anniversary trip.
• How Roth IRA Withdrawals for Education
Work: Complex rules apply; thus, you’ll need to get
professional financial advice prior to using this as your
strategy. In essence, money pulled out for “educational
purposes” is an EXCEPTION for the penalty for “Roth
IRA early distributions.” This means that while a withdrawal for educational expenses may not be a
“qualified withdrawal”, it nevertheless has NO PENALTY on the withdrawal . Thus, qualified withdrawals of
the appreciation/interest earned on the original investment do not have the additional 10% tax owed at time
of withdrawal. Please note that the original principal
amount or contribution can be pulled out at ANYTIME without penalty.
• Eligible Institution: Eligible Post Secondary (called
“higher education”
• Contributions & Earnings Limitation: Up to
$5,500 ($6,500 if 50 years +) of contributions to a
Roth can be made annually. This begins to phase-out
at higher income levels and entire is disallowed if you
have Modified Adjusted
Gross Income of $196,000 Continued on Next Page

HOW MUCH SHOULD I FUND?
It is entirely up to you as parents
to discern what percentage of your child’s
college funding you desire to cover. If the
student has “skin-in-the-game”, financial
advisors report the likelihood of more
responsible college behavior by the student
(consistent studying for higher grades, no
behavioral issues causing expulsion, etc.) is
vastly increased. So with prayer and
knowledge of your child’s work ethic and
skills, you can set that percentage at
whatever you need to as parents.
An example of how to calculate
this:
Average Annual Cost

$25,000

Less: Scholarship

-$5,000

Less: Cash out of Pocket

-$4,000

Average Cost to Cover

$16,000

Thus, you would want to save
enough in your college savings plan to
cover 65% ($16,000/$25,000) of the cost
of college. However, when starting in
Elementary School (or at birth), you have
the “time-value-of-money” on your side!!!

The information provided in this document is for informational purposes only. It is NOT intended to be
financial advice. This information is general in nature and not specific to one individual. HCA is not a
Registered Investment Advisor and is not responsible for specific investment decisions made by you.
8
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INVESTING TODAY TO PAY FOR THAT “COLLEGE DREAM”
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8)
if married filing jointly or more ($133,000
or more, if single).
• Owner: Dependent on if you are the

• Where to get one: Either Discount
Brokerage or a Financial Adviser offers
these plan.
• Federal Financial Aid: Withdrawals
(but not the entire account balance) from
the Roth IRA will count as an asset for
financial aid purposes.
DISCLAIMER: Complex rules apply to Roth IRAs;
thus, you’ll need to get professional financial advice
prior to using this as your strategy to fund
educational expenses.

UTMA/UGMA (Less Common): The Unified
Gifts to Minor Act (UGMA) or Unified Transfer to
Minors Act (UTMA) are custodial accounts for minors that represent an irrevocable gift to the child.
It is counted as the Student’s asset for financial aid.
Funds may be withdrawn at anytime and used for

LIFE INSURANCE (Less Common):
While NOT a recommendation for most families due to the complexities and costs, Life Insurance is an option. However, the life insurance policy MUST be used as an “Investment
Vehicle”. Term Insurance does NOT qualify for
this “savings method.” Historical returns in the
“life insurance industry” have been at best mediocre and the non-transparent charges for the
insurance can be quite excessive. The “key” to
using Life Insurance to fund college is that once
the policy grows to a large enough balance, the
parents can take an “interest-free loan” from
the policy which does not have to be paid back.
The Life Insurance usually does NOT show up
as an asset for student when assessing financial
Source: www.irs.gov
aid need. END

“How do I Save” HELPFUL HINTS:
Giving up a daily $4 Chick-fil-A Sandwich (OR $4 Starbucks Coffee ) saves $1,460 ($4 times 365 days)
annually. With the “time-value-of-money’ calculation the $1,460 principle can grow at a 6% rate:
♦ Over 18 years to approximately $45,000 or
♦ Over 30 years to be approximately $115,000 or
♦ Over 40 years to an outstanding $225,952 !!!!!

Saving for College ~ CONTINUED from page 8

owner or your child is. If using as a
“supplemental” savings, then recommended that the parent is the owner.

the benefit of the minor (not required to be
used for Educational expenses) for any reason.
Further discussion with a financial adviser or
personal research is recommended should you
wish to pursue a UTMA/UGMA strategy.

COLLEGE SAVINGS RESOURCES
Depending on your skillset in investing as well as your personal financial net worth, you can
[1] hire a financial advisor to assist you in setting up a college savings plan OR
[2] use a “discount brokerage” (i.e. TD Ameritrade) to manage the funds yourself OR
[3] invest directly with a state 529 plan such as Colorado’s “College Invest” (Simple to Invest & allows a deduction on the Colorado Income Tax Return) — COMMON METHOD
Some websites to assist you.
♦ www.savingforcollege.com
♦ www.CollegeInvest.org
♦ www.tuitionfundingsources.com
♦ www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college
9
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TIPS FOR INSTILLING A COLLEGE MINDSET IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Parents are a critical factor in children’s educational
success because they are a child’s first and best teachers.
Research has shown that children whose parents are involved in their education perform at higher levels than those
whose parents are not involved.
So we encourage parents to get involved in a variety
of ways. Parents can make sure children understand the importance of education, and they can help children learn outside of school. Below are some tips for helping your elementary student learn at home as well as in school.
The first one is the most important: Read. Read to
your child. Read with your child. Let your child see you
reading every day, so that he or she understands the importance of learning to read well.

~ Dr. Seuss

• Read to and with your child, and have your child read to you.
• Encourage your child to keep a journal of daily events.
• Keep books available to your child, and make regular trips to the public library.
• When you shop for groceries, have your child help you find items and then estimate the cost of the purchase.
• Discuss different kinds of jobs and careers in your community to help your child understand that school
prepares them for a career.
• Visit museums, zoos and city art exhibits with your child.
• Help your child identify and set fitness goals. Make walking, hiking or biking a family activity.
Source: www.cms.k12.n.us

HERITAGE IS YOUR PARTNER
Heritage Christian Academy is YOUR partner as
you raise your son or daughter in the “admonition of the
Lord.” HCA’s vision is to “equip and nurture students to be
servant leaders with a biblical Christian worldview who will
have an impact on their world for Christ.”
We are happy to meet with you to ensure that you
are informed and equipped in this Christian Educational
Journey. Please contact the school should you wish to
speak further regarding your student.
As Dr. Seuss exclaims: “Today is your day!” which
is merely an earthly echo to the eternal word the psalmist
bestows upon us that “this is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm
118:24)

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

2506 Zurich Drive ~ Fort Collins, Colorado 80524 ~ 970-494-1022 ~ HCACollegeCorner @heritagechristian.info
Dr. Stacy Loyd ~ HCA Academic Dean / Deborah Lacey, CPA, CFP®, MST ~ Consultant
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